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called upon to give his opinion in the affairs of state ;
in democratic republics, where public life is in-
cessantly commingled with domestic affairs, where
;the sovereign authority is accessible on every side, and
where its attention can almost always be attracted by
vociferation, more persons are to be met with who
speculate upon its foibles and live at the cost of its
passions than in absolute monarchies. Not because
men are naturally worse in these States than
elsewhere, but the temptation is stronger, and
of easier access at the same time. The result is a
far more extensive debasement of the characters of
citizens.
Democratic republics extend the practice of curry-
ing favour with the many, and they introduce it into
a greater number of classes at once : this is one of the
most serious reproaches that can be addressed to them.
In democratic States organized on the principles of
sthe American republics, this is more especially the
case, where the authority of the majority is so absolute
and so irresistible that a man must give up his rights
as a citizen, and almost abjure his quality as a human
being, if he intends to stray from the track wrhich it
lays down.
In that immense crowd which throngs the avenues
to power in the United States I found very few men
who displayed any of that manly candour and that
masculine independence of opinion which frequently
distinguished the Americans in former times, and
which constitutes the leading feature in distinguished
characters, wheresoever they may be found. It
seems, at first sight, as if all the minds of the Americans
were formed upon one model, so accurately do they
correspond in their manner of judging. A stranger
does, indeed, sometimes meet with Americans who
dissent from these rigorous formularies ; with men